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Camilo Cienfuegos Gorriarán, was born on February 6, 1932, in Lawton, Havana City, Cuba.

It is the symbol of the memory of an eternal hero of the Fatherland, who through several generations has 
remained alive in memory, fed with thousands of anecdotes of his human and guerrilla work, as one of the 
fundamental pillars of the armed deed that overthrew to the pro imperialist tyranny of the dictator Fulgencio 
Batista the 1st. January 1959.

In 1955 he joined the project headed by Cuban leader Fidel Castro, aimed at organizing the Granma Yacht 
expedition. The courage and audacity of Camilo were key factors in his guerrilla development to fulfill 
decisive missions in the development of the insurrectionary struggle that was being waged in the Sierra 
Maestra.

He was promoted to Comandante, the highest grade of the guerrillas and together with Commander Ernesto 
Che Guevara, undertook the successful invasion to the west of the island, commanding Column 2 "Antonio 
Maceo".

His unexpected disappearance on October 28, 1959 in an aviation accident due to bad weather while 
returning from Camaguey to Havana aboard an executive plane, put stress not only on official forces but on 
the entire nation that was dedicated to his search for 11 days of uninterrupted work directed personally by 
Fidel. Days in which all the people suffered, as it became evident, with the passing of each day, the painful 
certainty of their final disappearance.

On October 28, 2009, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the physical disappearance of the hero, the 
monumental sculpture of the Lord of the Vanguard made by the plastic artist Enrique was inaugurated on the 
facade of the Ministry of Communications of Havana, Cuba Ávila (Holguin, Cuba, December 15, 1952).

The sculptural relief is made of metal, measures 36 meters high and 20 meters wide, is accompanied by the 
phrase “You are doing well Fidel,” said by the Hero of Yaguajay in response to the question of the leader of 
the Revolution Fidel Castro. Well Camilo ?, January 8, 1959.

The effigy shows the silhouette of the face of the Lord of the Vanguard with his characteristic hat, 
highlighting with simplicity and Cubanness lines, as an imperishable symbol in the Revolution Square.
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